INVITATION TO A PRESS BRIEFING ON PARENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION
 

 

Appeal to President Sarkozy:  rules on child abduction across EU frontiers need review
 

The EU regulation which ensures that judgments on parental responsibility can be recognised and enforced in another Member State was initiated under the last French EU presidency in 2000, but after widespread failings, victims of cross border parental child abduction are calling on President Sarkozy to consider its review when France takes the reins once again in July 2008.  In addition, the child abduction charity PACT is to announce plans for a missing and abducted child National Resource Centre.
 

Location: Lower Ground floor room - European Parliament UK Office, 2 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1H 9AA Tel: 020 7227 4300

 

Panellists: Edward McMillan-Scott MEP (Con, Yorkshire & Humber, Vice-President of the European Parliament), Lady Meyer (Chairman of Parents and Children Together, PACT) and other experts

 

Time:  Thursday 6th March 12.00-1300

 

Contact: Edward McMillan-Scott on +44 7785 263007 or +32 2 28 47959

Edward McMillan-Scott has dealt with a number of tug-of-love cases across EU frontiers and beyond.  He will be joined by Lady Meyer (née Catherine Laylle), chairman of the charity PACT whose sons were illegally retained  in Germany.   In addition,  the identity of a wealthy benefactor peer who stepped in to fund a recent child abduction appeal will be revealed. Together, they are launching a campaign to encourage the upcoming French presidency of the EU to review the EU's regulation covering transborder parental child abduction. 
 
PACT - which has been lobbying for many years for better laws to protect children - is holding a board meeting on the morning of March 6 to approve its next project:  an in-depth study of how a single National Resource Centre, based on the US model, could be set up in the UK:

 

"PACT believes that a UK National Resource Centre will force central government, the police and the voluntary sector to work on a united front.  This would eliminate layers of frustrating bureaucracy and help coordinate more effective policies to support children and their families.   Such a Centre would provide a single focal point for data collection, drafting of policies and public communication on all aspects of missing children, as well as provide a 24-hour help line for children and their families.  The US experience has shown how a National Centre can be effective in helping save thousands of children's lives." said Lady Meyer.

 

PACT played a lead role in enacting of the Brussels II Bis Regulation on the recognition and enforcement of custody orders within the EU.  It is scheduled for a review in 2012, but a pro-bono report in 2006 for McMillan-Scott by the international law firm Freshfields examined a number of cross-frontier abduction cases.  The report identified flaws in the current system and called for an earlier review. 
 

Some 400 cases involving children abducted by a parent across EU frontiers, occur each year.  These cases are governed either by the international Hague Convention or the Brussels Regulation.

 

"Each case of parental child abduction is a tragedy.  Some are made worse by the way they are handled by countries, courts or public agencies. We also need to look at the principles of child law across Europe. The Conservative Government brought in the Children Act in 1989. This provided for independent legal representation for children among other measures, which are nearly unknown elsewhere in the EU, let alone internationally. Commissioner Franco Frattini has told me that he is genuinely interested in taking them up" said Edward McMillan-Scott, who has met the Commissioner on a number of occasions.

 

The European Parliament Petitions Committee has begun an examination into more than 200 complaints against the German child agency Jugendamt and As a result, it is preparing a study into the whole framework of cross-border separations involving children, including parental responsibility.  The European Parliament, on January 16th 2008, adopted its response to the European Commission's July 2006 Communication on the Rights of the Child.
 

Jessica, 7, won the right to stay in England with her mother, Stacey Ferguson, who had taken her away from her father's nightclub home in Spain, only after a wealthy peer paid legal fees of over £10,000. Unlike the mother, UK legal aid was fully available to the father.  This case, which had been taken up by McMillan-Scott, highlights the failure of parental child abduction mechanisms within the EU, in this case in the High Court.  

 

 

